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For The Sunday-School Times. 
ETERNAL. 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


One solemn thought appals me with affright, 
And checks my best endeavor, 

For what I do in weakness or in might, 

In widening circles touch the Infinite, 
And so go on forever. 


I dream of rivers flowing with delight; 
Of pastures fresh and vernal; 

And long to puta limit to the flight 

That fancy takes to regions infinite, 
Where pleasures are eternal. 


But out of pain and penury, one ray 
Of happiness I borrow: 
From these rude rocks my vessel breaks away, 
And when I reach the shore of endless day, 
There’ll be an end of sorrow. 


Thy love alone, oh, Father, can avail 
These earthly chains to sever; 
My fears and my shortcomings I bewail, 
And trust them to the Love that cannot fail: 
That lives—and lives forever! 
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UNCONVERTED PROFESSORS. 


BY MRS. J. E. MCCONAUGHY. 


**Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
—Mattihew 28: 23. 


. 
HERE is no eluding the fact that there 
are many wunconverted professors of 
religion in our churches, and of all classes 
these are the most inaccessible to the truth. 
In times of awakening they are the greatest 
stumbling-blocks in the way of sinners, 
the greatest hindrances the faithful pastor 
meets with in his labors for souls. 
President Edwards remarks, as the re- 
sult of long and close observation, that of 
all sinners, unconverted professors of reli- 
gion are the most hopeless. In a great 
New England revival, in which he labored 
extensively, when all classes and ages were 
powerfully wrought upon, the unconverted 
professors stood alone and unmoved, 
You will usually know them at such 
times, by aspirit of fault-finding with all 


verts are looked upon with almost a mali- 
cious distrust; and if one falis away, the 
declension is looked upon with the keenest 


telligence far and wide. Instead of mourn- 
ing over it, and praying for it-in the closet, 
it is proclaimed from the house-top. You 
will find when God’s true children are in 
earnest to win souls, these unéonverted 
professors are suddenly plunged into a dou- 
ble deep of worldliness. All their cares 
and pleasures seem suddenly multiplied. 
I have even known them to get up a suc- 
cession of dancing parties, while inquiry- 
meetings were held every night in the 
church to which they belonged, and some 
of their children were among the inqui- 
rers. 

Such religion will not stand the test of a: 
dying hour. What fearful memories it is 
treasuring up for eternity. 

‘‘ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
When only appies of Sodom grow on the 
branches, we may know that the tree is 
not planted in the garden of God. 

a 
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Power Over Others. 


66 FPOWER,” says John Foster, ‘‘to the 
very last atom, isduty.’’ Howlittle 
we think of it as a matter of duty to exert 
all the influence we can for good over every 
one in our sphere. This sense of power 
comes to us usually, but slowly. Wethink 
it impossible that we can have much weight 
with any one. But as little by little we see 
how people are led to change their plans 
for our words, to direct their actions as we 
have recommended, we are led to esteem 
more highly our power. These considera- 
tions should lead us to be very humble and 
very watchful over ourselves. One who is 
puffed up by this consciousness does not 
merit the high position he has gained. 

It is not position that determines this 
power, it is character. We see it exerted 
with commanding force by the very hum- 
blest. 

When Diogenes was captured by pirates, 
and was about to be sold as a slave, he 
pointed to a very carefully dressed Corin- 
thian and said, ‘‘ Sell me to that nan; he 
wants a master.’? His wish was gratified, 
and the Corinthian found in his slave phi- 
losopher indeed a master. 

It should be a question every night with 
us, over Whom have J exerted an influence 





that is done: particularly the course of the 
> P h 
pastor falls under censure. Young con- 


for good this day? Then let us run along 
with our mind’s eye the track of the day’s 


journey, recalling one and another with 
whom we have been associated, and let us 
decide impartially what our power over 


relish. Pains are taken to spread the in- + them has been. 


Our power goes on and on, long after our 
lips are silent in the grave, for good or for 
evil. Noone’s account can be made up fully 
until his influence in this world has ceased, 
and that will be only when time is no more, 
How overpowering is the thought of this 
vast accumulation of influence, for which 
we must answer at God’s bar. Some of us 
will have vastly more to answer for than 
others, but no one will be exempt. L. 

a 
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GO FOR THEM! 


¢¢ TOW shall we reach the masses?” 

This question was being discussed 
eloquently by a large body of Christian 
workers, when Thane Miller was present. 
The Chairman asked him how he would 
answer the question? He said he could 
sum up his reply in these few words: 

‘*Go for them.”’ 

The question contains its own answer: 
‘* Reach the masses.’”? Come into contact 
with them. Reach them by the personal 
contact of hands, countenance and voice. 
Every pastor should be a colporteur—every 
Sabbath-school teacher a census-taker. 

Every Christian receives the commission: 
‘Preach the Gospel to every creature.’’ 
The writer met, last winter, a young lady 
of seventeen. He spoke to her of Jesus. 
She was brought to the Saviour. A note 
was received, in which she said: 

‘“‘You are the only one that ever spoke 
to me about my soul.”’ 

This was in a New England city, filled 
with churches. The ministers and the 
laity have failed in respect to this personal 
work. The true soldier aims his bullet at 
the heart of some one man—and so Chris- 
tian workers must concentrate effort and 
prayer upon individuals. It is worthy of a 
year’s study: How shall I win the soul of 
my neighbor? It is a prayer that moves 
the Divine heart,—Oh, God, save the soul 
of my brother John! 

Young Men’s Christian Associations are 
teaching the churches how to reach the 
masses. Let the churches learn, and be- 
come themselves Christian Associations, 
making their influence felt in the haunts 
of the vicious and the homes of the aban- 
doned. ; 

The most successful workers have been 





personal workers, like Harlan Page; or, to 
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turn to a living example, like the irrepres- 
sible Moody, of Chicago. This was Paul’s 
method. He could tell the Ephesian elders, 
that ‘‘ By the space of three years, he had 
ceased not to warn every one, night and 
day, with tears.”’ Our blessed Master, sit- 
ting at Jacob’s well, trying to win the soul 
of one woman, was really winning largest 
suceess.. ‘‘'And many of the Samaritans 
of that city believed on him, for the saying 
of the woman, which testified, ‘He told me 
all that ever I did.’ And many more be- 
lieved, because of his own word.”’ 

By this personal contact with our fellow- 
men,—by specific and concentrated prayer 
and effort let us seek to win for our Master 
many precious souls. E. E. R. 
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-  OQUTWARDLY RIGHTEOUS. 


AN it be necessary to speak a word of 
warning to any Sunday-school teacher, 
to beware of an outwardly righteous spirit? 
As you take your place in your class, and 
bow your head for silent prayer, do you 
really supplicate God’s Spirit to help you 
to elucidate the lesson, and to apply your 
instruction to the heart and conscience of 
your scholars? Or has it become so much 
of a habit, that you know if you do not ob- 
serve the form, it will be noticed by your 
class? It is well not to put a stumbling- 
block in the way, or to offend one of the 
little ones ; but are you moreafraid of what 
they will think, than of the judgment of 
the atl-seeing God? 

I would not detract from the appearance 
of devotion in any one, if the corresponding 
spirit went with it, but would wish there 
were more of it than thereis. But have 
you not seen teachers take their place in 
their classes, and bow the head, and per- 
haps the knee, in manifestation of a desire 
for the assistance of the Divine Spirit, and 
as soon asthe regular exercises of the lesson 
would commence, exhibit such a manner 
of levity or weariness, that you would won- 
der what they were there for; and much 
more, where was the spirit of devotion so 
lately manifested ? 

A corresponding character must accom- 
pany all outward show of piety, or no one 
will believe in your sincerity. And above 
all, ‘‘He that searcheth the heart,’’ will 
not be deceived by any such false currency 
in ‘‘that great great day, when he shall 
make up his account.’’ Bear in mind, 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall in- 
herit the earth.” A. E. W. 


a 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


Two Sources, 


TINHE world by wisdom knows not God, 

for darkness hath covered the earth, 
and gross darkness the people. The fabled 
absurdities of the heathen mythology, the 
self-inflicted tortures of the Hindoo devo- 
tee, the superstitious penances imposed by 
the church of Rome; yea, all the errors and 
evils which have abounded in every age, 
bear convincing testimony to the fact, that 
man can never, by any unassisted effort of 


reason, discover the true source of either 
misery ormercy. The Bible alone reveals 
them both. There we learn that the fall of 
Adam is the source of all human misery. 
‘* By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin.’? From this poisonous 
fountain proceed all those deadly streams 
which embitter life, fill the earth with 
wretchedness, and bear unnumbered mil- 
lions on their boisterous waves till they 
are plunged at last into endless perdition. 
There we learn that God in Christ is the 
only source of mercy. ‘‘ Beside me,’ saith 
Jehovah, ‘‘ there is no Saviour.”’ ‘‘ Other 
foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.’’ As the source 
of salvation is all of mercy, so is the chan- 
nel through which it is conveyed. Jesus, 
the eternal Son of God, gave himself forus, 
an offering and asacrifice to God for a sweet- 
‘smelling savor. 

The whole volume of inspiration is occu- 
pied in tracing the streams which flow from 
these two sources; in opening the nature 
and effects of sin, and revealing the power 
and effects of Divine love. 

‘‘There is a river, the streams whereof 
muke glad the city of God.” Truly, it is 
an interesting work to trace the windings 
of this sacred stream, blessing one country, 
and then another, acvording to the purpose 
andgrace of him who ever guides its course 
with wise and infinite skill. 

What cause for gratitude that this river 
of life flows in every direction through our 
highly favored land. Butoh! how delight- 
ful to taste its sweetness, and to feel its re- 
freshing and purifying virtues. Blessed 
portion of all who truly believe in Jesus! 
Reader, is it yours? 8. A. 


— 
Submitted for the Sunday-School Times, 
The Spirit of the Teacher’s Work. 


A sermon was preached last spring, before the 
teachers of the Presbyterian Sabbath-School Union 
of Belfast, Ireland, which attracted considerable 
attention, and has been widely circulatedin printed 
form. It is entitled ‘“‘The Claim of the Children, 
and the Mission of the Teacher.” From it we ex- 
tract the closing argument, which aims to show the 
spirit in which the teacher must fulfill his high 
mission, The discourseis based upon the Saviour’s 
charge to Peter, and has been pressing that solemn 
charge home,in every division and point, witha 
force of statement and reasoning that carries con- 
viction with it. 


(y= Lord put the solemn question to 

Peter, Lovest thou Me? Upon Peter’s 
reply, the Master charged him, Feed My 
lambs. The motive of such work as this, 
then, is manifestly Jove. It is not to be left 
to simple duty, or the sense of loyal obe- 
dience that is found in many natures; it is 
to flow from a loftier spring, a fount that is 
nearer the heart of God. It is a work that 
is akin to our Lord’s own, for he bowed the 
heavens and came down, not of duty, but 
of infinite love. And the mission of the 
teacher is to catch the same supreme ten- 


derness. Love will stand more strain than 
duty. We bring it to the highest tasks and 


the severest, and we may well bring it to 
the Sabbath-school: In such humble mi- 





nistry as is there, there is a strain of the se- 
verest kind. There are difficulties, discou- 





= 


ragements, and temptations, which it is no 
way easy to resist. Week after week, to 
battle against listless natures, lack of inte- 
rest, lack of intelligence, to grope for the 
path to some hardened or reckless child’s 
heart, to be harassed by the dullness of one 
and the restlessness of another, to watch,’ 
with a sinking heart, for the springing of 
the seed and see no sign, to have some hopes 
cast down and more deferred, and to sacri- 
fice for this a hard-earned leisure, giving 
up the rest of that day which comes with 
such blessing of repose when life is weary— 
and all this is done by thousands, and will 
be done when these thousands have passed 
away—it needs a sustenance and motive of 
the highest kind; and it needs one that in 
all cases will suffice. For, while duty will 
carry us some distance in our task, and even 
all the way, it is apt to lose buoyancy, and 
to grow merely peremptory and severe, and 
the pleasure is apt to vanish from the ser- 
vice, and the supremacy of duty appeals to 
fewer natures, and is comparatively rare; 
while love touches all. But it is to be like 
the love of Christ; for we who love Christ 
will also love him for his love, and will 
walk in that loving spirit among men; and 
it is by this we gain the most, since there 
are sympathies that love alone awakens, 
and in nonese readily asthechild. It will 
be like the love of Christ, I say; for the 
love of man, beautiful in its philanthropies, 
does not approach to that: a love that 
yearns for the dead in sin, that prays and 
agonizes for the saving of the lost, that is 
willing to offer itself without stint or re- 
ward, that the children may have the true 
childhood, and look up through Christ and 
adore their Father in heaven. Therefore, 
the Lord Jesus is saying to us, Lovest thou 
Me? And ifthou dost, service is a neces- 
sity of love. I know it is true that ‘‘ they 
also serve who only stand and wait;’’ but 
that is the waiting of a chastened spirit re- 
strained by God’s own hand from active 
ministry, waiting till the bar is removed in 
this or in some higher life. We cannot 
love without the wish to serve; and if we 
could, our lives would grow unwholesome, 
a morbid sentiment that would only give a 
selfish and transient pleasure. Our love 
expresses itself by service, and if it really 
fills us the Lord leads us to the task. We 
can take no credit for our self-sacrifice, nor 
make much of our patience or regularity or 
diligence, for these are simply the natural 
outflow of love the Lord has poured into 
our heart. From this, moreover, it is plain 
that the teacher must stand in direct per- 
sonal relation to Jesus ; and notin the mere 
formal relation which we may occupy to 
the church. He goes out as Jesus’ servant. 
I do not hint at the hopelessness, the bitter 
conscsousness of wanting the highest things, 
the coldness tending to formality, the in- 
consisteney and blunder of bringing chil- 
dren tothe Saviour without knowing the 
way, all which and much more must be in 
the experience of those who teach without 
being children of God. I only point once 
more to the simple and beautiful link be- 
tween Lord thou knowest that I love thee, 
and Feed My lambs. 
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Nor would I linger longer on these words, 
but to suggest one special application of 
them. Our loveistobelikethe loveof Jesus, 
and in his love he said he came to seek 
the lost. And herein this large town, and 
among the pleasant country fields as well, 
there are lost children. They are in the 
freshness and beauty of the childhood that 
is so sweet in our homes; but there is little 
freshness or beauty discernible in them. 
With marks of age upon young faces, and 
soils of cruel sin upon young hearts, they 
are massed away among our lanes and al- 
leys, in cellars and garrets, too much out of 
sight of ours, but ever under the eye of God. 
A lost man or woman isa thought of awe; 
but the thought of a lost child shoots across 
the soul with asadder pain. Christ came 
to seek such children. He came in a love 
greater than a woman’s for her only born; 
and we can conceive something of what 
thatlovemay do. For itis not many weeks 
since a weary mother came to the end ofa 
long journey. Eight years ago her child 
was stolen ; and when her heart was wrung, 
she sold what she had, and bought a basket 
and a few wares to fill it, and set out to 
walk on foot through every town of Eng- 
Jand, in ever sorrowful pursuit. We may 
conceive how feet and heart were bleeding 
on the strange, long journey; how she 
scanned the crowds she met, and went in 
and out among them with her hungry, 
wistful eyes, what questions she put and 
disappointments she met, and what a wreck 
of broken hopes was left behind her as she 
went; yet for eight years she never faltered, 
but saw her child’s face as she had lost it, 
beckoning her on; and in how many towns 
her story must have been told; and how 
many voices would kindy bid her return 
as on mere fruitless quest for what she 
would never find; and how some perhaps 
would mock, and her own courage would 
sometimes fail, and her heart in utter lone- 
liness sink within her; and still she bore all 
weathers and sought all companies. follow- 
ing in the track of that long-lost little lamb 
until she found it. 

The love of Jesus for the lost is stronger 
and braver, more full of yearning and en- 
durance, than even that. And I know not 
but that there are the lost here, and if there 
are, I say to them, that such a Saviour, with 
such an infinitely tender heart, is calling 
upon the lost that they may hear his voice, 
and turn to him as he goes upon his search, 
and find forgiveness and eternal life. 
to my fellow teachers I say, that these poor, 
sad children must be sought in the same 
spirit ; and that it lies upon us to seek them: 
that we must not be content with the lambs 
we have, but go eut after the rest: that no 
overwork, or weariness, or repugnance, or 
timidity, or hopelessness, no disappoint- 
ments, no matter how often repeated, no 
broken and scattered hopes, no want of the 
sympathy we might expect, no wise but 
halting prudence of this world, must be 
suffered to hinder us, that when our heart 
or courage fail us, we may feel the piercing 
of our Lord’s eyes, and go on, saying, Lord 
thou knowest all things, thou knowest that 
I love thee. 


But 





I have tried to set before you the claim of 
the children upon the Church: for I con- 
ceive it is of importance that the Church 
recognize it; and that, not merely by vo- 
luntary association, although of the noblest 
kind, but with a breadth of obligation co- 
extensive with itself, it should undertake 
this urgent duty. The lambs are the 
Church’s children: the feeding is the 
Church’s work. 

The mission of the teacher is simply to 
be Christ-like, and. to be Christ-like we 
must be filled with the Spirit. May God 
so fill us all this day! Thereis nothing so 
strong as the love of God: there is nothing 
so mighty in human life as the love of 
those who love Christ. Our strength, our 
influence over others, our bringing of the 
children to Jesus, will depend upon the 
grace by which we can say, Lord, I love 
thee. It will not only be the bond between 
the teacher and his class, but will knit the 
teachers to one another. They are fellow- 
workers in a blessed brotherhood, which 
might well be larger; for neither here nor 
elsewhere can it undertake the work that 
God imposes. And I beg of those in whose 
hearts there is the love of Jesus, but who 
for whatever cause are engaged in no spe- 
cial service for him, to think of the con- 
nexion in our Lord’s words: Lovest thou 
Me? Feed my lambs! 


—>- <> > 
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“STRAINING AT A GNAT.” 


“Ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith.”” Matthew 23: 23. 

WO noted Greek pirates were once cap- 
tured and condemned to death at Malta. 
It was observed that the beef and anchovies 
among thestores of a captured English ship 
had alone remained untouched. They were 
asked the cause of this singular procedure, 
and replied that it was the time of the great 
fast of their church. They would not com- 
mitsuch a sinas tasting fishorflesh. They 
were plundering and murdering men, wo- 
men, and helpless children, but they would 
not transgress the canons of their church 
by eating meat upon fast day. They looked 
to their strict observance of these things as 
a merit for which God would grant them 
success in their infamous work. 

A man came down from the hills to a Ne- 
apolitan priest to confess a sin which lay 
heavy upon his conscience. In the busy 
season of Lent, while engaged in making 
cheese, some of the whey had fallen upon 
his lips, and, miserable man that he was, 
he had swallowed it. 

‘* Free my distressed conscience,’’ he be- 
sought, ‘‘ from its agonies by absolving me 
from my guilt.”’ 

‘“‘Have you no other sins to confess?”’ 
asked the priest. 

‘*No, I do not know that I have commit- 
ted any other.”’ . 

‘* We often hear of robberies and murders 
committed in your mountains. Have you 
never been concerned in these?”’ 

‘*-Yes, but all of us do these things. We 
never account them as crimes needing con- 
fession and absolution.”’ 





We may smile at such a type of con- 
scientiousness, but if we search strictly our 
own hearts, may we not find there some 
similar ‘straining at a gnat,’’ which, with 
our greater light, is ‘ar more inexcusable? 
Are we not all tempted to think more of a 
strict outward observance of our religious 
duties, than of deep, inward, hourly com- 
munion with Jesus? J. KE. L. 


<-> 
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Praying for Fifteen Years. 


ILLIAM WILBERFORCE was not 

blessed with a praying, Christian mo- 
ther to watch over his childhood. When 
at the house of a pious uncle he had become 
somewhat thoughtful on religious things, 
he was brought home with as much alarm 
as if he were in danger of some fearful con- 
tagion. All possible pains were taken td 
dissipate his seriousness, and he remarks of 
it himself, ‘‘I might almost say that no 
pious parent ever labored more to impress . 
a beloved child with sentiments of piety 
than they did to give me a taste for the - 
world and its diversions.”’ 

It was almost by force that he was first 
taken to the theatre, and in all the gaiety of 
his home he could never quite shake off 
the feeling that any moment he might be 
snatched away and consigned to eternal 
misery. It seems remarkable to us that 
one of his surroundings should be finally 
brought to the Saviour; but in his exam- 
ple we may see another proof of the abiding 
impression of early instructions. The words 
of his pious uncle and the godly life led in 
his home never left his memory. Another 
fact came under his notice which always 
affected him deeply. He was introduced 
by his uncle, when only twelve years old, to 
the good John Newton. Fifteen years after, 
when his life had been dedicated to the 
Master, he sought again the society of this 
excellent minister. What was his surprise 
to learn that from that early introduction, 
Mr. Newton had never ceased to pray for 
him in private. No doubt there was some- 
thing remarkably winning and impressive 
about the boy, which led him to feel that 
in his high station he might be of eminent 
service to the church of Christ. How was 
the good man’s heart gladdened to see this 
blessed answer to his prayer of fifteen years. 

Have you prayed as long and earnestly 
for the conversion of thisor that promising 
boy or girl of your acquaintance? Take 
encouragement from this instance, though 
every influence seems to oppose your efforts. 


“Grace keeps the precious seed alive, 
When and wherever sown.” 


LoIs. 
><> 

Too MucH Ficrion.—The complaint is 
becoming loud and general that there 
is too much catering to the popular 
taste for fiction among all our religious pub- 
lication Societies and Boards. Does not 
this subject deserve consideration among 
religious writers and publishers? It is said 
that thousands of youth become confirmed 
novel readers by reading the popular story 
books in the Sunday-school libraries. How 

is it? A. F. 
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LESSON No. &2. 
(For Sunday, December 19, 1869.) 
Outwardly Righteous. 


—_—— 


TEXT.—MATTHEW 23 : 23-28. 
PARALLELS.—Luke 11: 37-44. 


Verse 23. Wounto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone, 24. Ye blind guides, which strain at a 
gnat, and swallow a camel. 25. Wo unto you, 

ibes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make 

clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but 

within they are full of extortion and excess. 

26. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is 

within the cup and platter, that the outside of 
cle: 


them may bv clean also. 27. Wo unto you, Scribes 
—_ oP . hypocrites! for ye are like unto 
w 8 


ulchres, which indeed be gan beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, 
and of all uncleanness. #8. Even so ye also out- 
pataad = 4 ahve righteous unto men, but within ye 
are full o pocrisy and iniquity. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 23. Wo unto you—Not to the Pharisees only, 
does this curse come—but to you, to all with whom 
purity is a form, piety a fiction. ‘Pay tithe—A tenth 
part of the income of the fields and trees; this was 
enjoined by Law.—See Leviticus 27: 30. Commen- 
tators for the most part take it that the herbs here 
referred to were not tithable, but our Lord’s words, 
“* these ought ye to have done,” seem to imply that 
they were subject to tithe. Mini—Like our garden 
mint; the Jews used it with roast meat, and per- 
haps it was one of the “bitter herbs” with which 
the passover was eaten. Anise—The common dill, 
the seed of which resembles carraways; both plant 
and seed were used as a condiment. Cummin—A 
cultivated plant (see Isaiah 28: 25, 27), something 
like fennel, the seeds having a bitterish, warm 
taste, with an aromatic flavor. It was used with 
salt as a sauce. These herbs were so abundant, and 
of so little worth that they had little or no market 
value. So that practically the tithing of them was 
amereform. Yet if done with a good conscience 
it was commendable. Have omitted—Their scrupu- 
lousness in small matters should have given assu- 
rance of yet greater scruples in observing weighty 
matters, which, being omitted, the failure stood 
out only the more terribly conspicuous. Judgment 
—Right decision concerning, and right dealing to- 
ward, God and man; righteousness. Mercy—The 
exercise of love toward all; this was indeed the 
fulfilling of the law. Faith—Rather faithfulness, 
fidelity, sincerity, truthfulness of heart and life.— 
See Micah 6: 8 and Hosea 12:6. The acts of righ- 
teousness, mercy and fidelity were omitted simply 
because the qualities of judgment, love and truth 
were omitted from their religion. And in this total 
absence of spiritual graces was the Pharisees’ sin. 
These ought ye, &c.—Men often make doing of one 
duty the excuse for failure to do another; thus: I 
pay my debts, Iam a good citizen, a moral man,a 
faithful attendant upon church and Sabbath-school 
—therefore I need not possess a saving faith, nor 
openly profess the Saviour. Let this word of Jesus 
be the answer toallsuch. The faithful discharge 
of one duty is rather acondemnation than an ex- 
euse of laxity concerning other duties. 

24. Blind guides—Unnatural blindness, when 
men can see the tiniest fly, but cannot see a great 
eamel! Truly, “None are so blind as they who 
will not see.”’ Strain out—at is a misprint for out. 
The Jews strained their wine and other drinks in 
order to avoid the uncleanness of eating “ flying 
creeping things,’’ prohibited in Leviticus 1] ;: 21-24, 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
gear 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
office of the District Court of the United States for 

the tern Distriet of Pennsylvania. } 





Doubtless regard was also had to the prohibition 
of blood (Leviticus 17: 10), since certain insects, as 
our mosquitoes and flies, are blood-suckers; even 
a gnat, naight, contains a microscopic quantity of 


foreign blood, Swallow—With no question or scru- 
ple; of course the saying is proverbial and figura- 
tive. A camel—A large beast and an unclean one, 
(see Leviticus 11: 4,) fullof the prohibited blood. 
The idea is plain: you pretend to great scruple in 
shunning moral uncleanness in very smali mat- 
ters, but have no scruple at all in doing deeds of 
most aggravated wickedness, just as one who filters 
his drink to avoid the infinitesimal portion of un- 
clean blood in a gnat, should gulp down unscrupu- 
lously the gallons of blood in the unclean camel, 

25, 26. Ye make clean the outside—The same 
thought is given in two other figures. Cleanse first 
that within the cup—This is the foundation maxim 
of Christian morals; out of the heart are the issues 
of life, and who can bring aclean thing out ofan 
unclean? A pure life issues from a clean heart. 
Therefore, first of all and chief of all, Christ says: 
“Son, give me thy heart!’ Therefore, above all 
things, Christian teachers plead for the new birth, 
and attack oftenest and most earnestly the hearts 
of their disciples. How utterly worthless, nay, 
how utterly abhorrent, before God, isa merely for- 
mal religion! 

27, 28. Whited sepulchres—According to the law 
(Numbers 19; 16), whoever touched a dead body, a 
bone, or a grave, was unclean seven days; in order 
to avoid this, the Jews used to whiten the tombs 
with chalk oncea year, just before the passover, 
when the pilgrims thronged Jerusalem, and were 
in danger of being ignorantly defiled. It is said 
that the Rabbins held Ezekiel 39: 15 as authority 
for this custom, where travellers, seeing a dead 
man’s bone, were required tosetup a sign by it, 
that the buriers might have it buried, and thus 
cleanse the land. Appear beauliful outward—The 
beautifying of burial spots is not censured. He 
who is “The Resurrection and the Life,’ would 
neither ridicule nor censure the Christian senti- 
ment which tenderly guards and adorns the last 
earthly resting-place of “the goodly company of the 
just.” Within yeare full, &c.—If merely to toucha 
bone, or even the grave in which a bone lay, 
wrought uncleanness, what was the state of one 
who was filied with the corruption of death! “This 
goes to the root of the mischief at once: ‘Your 
heart is not a temple of the living God, but a grave 
of pestilent corruption: not a heaven, but a hell. 
And your religion is but the white-wash—hardly 
skin-deep.’ ’—Alford, 


ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


(4g@- Designed, in chief, to aid teachers in study- 
ing the Lesson, and for use in teachers’ meetings. ] 


Verse 23. To whom are these woes applied? What 
is a tithe?—Leviticus 27: 30-32. Describe mint; 
anise? Was cummin cultivated ?—Isaiah 28: 25, 27. 
Were these plants properly tithable? What was 
their value in the market? What would such 
scrupulousness in small matters suggest as to great 
ones? Were the facts in accord with this? Ex- 
plain the terms Judgment, Mercy, Faith? Why 
were these called ‘‘ weightier matters?” Could the 
Scribes have learned this from the Old Testament? 
—Micah 6: 8, Hosea 12:6. Does Jesus here refer to 
the qualities or the acts of judgment, &c.? Does ex- 
actness in doing some duties, excuse laxity in the 
discharge of others? Why so?..... 24. What 
strange peculiarity of this blindness as to small 
things anid great ones? How account for this? 
Why did the Jews strain their drinks ?—Leviticus 
lL: 21-24. Why was this prohibited ?—Leviticus 17: 
10. How much blood doesagnat contain? How 
much a camel? Why was the camel unclean?— 
Leviticus 11: 4. What is the idea here? ........ 
25, 26. How does this saying (verse 26) apply to 
Christian morals? What is the only sure condition 
ofa pure life? ..... 27, 28 What custom is here 
referred to? When was thisdone? Why?—Num- 
bers 19:16. What did the Rabbins quote to sustain 
the custom ?—Ezekiel 39: 15. Does Jesus here cen- 
sure the adorning of graves? What is censured? 
What did Jesus mean to teach by this metaphor? 
How docs God regard mere formal religion?—See 
Psalm 64: 6-11. 








ANALYSIS. 
Formal Religion. 


I. Irs OUTWARD DEVELOPMENTS. 


1, Hypocrisy in Giving to God.—Verse 23...... 
2. Hypocrisy in Resisting Hvil.—Verse 24, E. g. The 
gnat and the camel. ..... 3. Hypocrisy in Perso- 
nal Reform. E,g. Thecup and platter........° 
4. Hypocrisy in Public Reforms and Benefactions 
E. w. The whited sepulchres, 

II. ITs NATURE. 

1, Destructive of the very Foundations of Reli- 
gion and Morality—Judgment, Mercy, Faith...., 
2, It is the Nurture and the Cloak of extortion, ex- 
cess and iniquity. 

Ill. Irs REMEDY. 
Verse 26, ‘Cleanse first that which is within,” 





DIRECTORY. 


(To be memorized.) 


GOLDEN TEXT.—‘“ God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth.”—St. John 4: 24. 


THEMES—For Thought.—The New Birth an un- 
failing condition of a New Life. 


For Prayer.—Oh, Holy Spirit, renew my heart, 
and thus make my life a true image of Christ Jesus! 


For Life-—Has my heart been renewed after the 
image of Christ? Has my soul been clothed upon 
with the Righteousness of Christ? Can I say 
with the Apostle: ‘For to me to live is Christ?” 

re oo 
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Just One Reason. 


66 TOHN, do you love Jesus?” 
teacher asking. 

John shook his head sadly. 

‘* Why do you not love him?” 

Soon came the answer so often given, 

**T don’t know.”’ 

‘‘ Well,”’ said the teacher, sadly, ‘‘ you 
must have some gogd reason. Think about 
it and teil me next Sabbath. See how 
many reasons you can find why you should 
not love Jesus.”’ 

* * * * * * * * 

The next Sabbath morning the teacher 
asked, 

‘John, what was the first reason you 
found why you should not love Jesus ?”’ 

John shook his head as before. 

‘* Will you not tell me one ?”’ 

‘*No, for I could not find even one.”’ 

* * * * * * * * 

Another Sabbath rolled around, and John 
said to his teacher, who was scarcely less 
happy than he, 

‘“*Oh, I’m so glad you made me think. 
Now I know I have every reason to love 
Jesus, and I do love him.”’ 8. R. M. 


It was his 





How sordid is the love of gold. This base 
passion is beneath even the contempt of the 
true man. None are so hard to reach by 
the saving power of truth as the worldly- 
minded. Milton describes Mammon in 
heaven as failing to see Deity himself, hav- 
ing his eyes always fixed on its golden 
porches. 





~~) <-> 
~-><—>—-— 


EMPLOYMENT 80 certainly produces 
cheerfulness that I have known a man 
come home in high spirits from a funeral 
because he had the management of it.— 
Bishop Hall. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE CANADA 
Provincial Sunday-School Convention. 


HE recent Convention of the Sunday- 
school teachers of Canada was a successful 
gathering. It wasthe sixth annual meeting of 
the Canadian Sunday-School Association, The 
Wesleyan church at Belleville, a noble struc- 
ture, weleomed the body within its doors, It 
seats 1,500 persons, One delegate was invited 
from each school, and all evangelical ministers. 
At least 400 delegates were present from abroad. 
Often near a thousand persons were present at 
the routine deliberations, and at nights and on 
Thursday afternoon, when the children’s meet- 
ing was held, the immense Wesleyan church 
was crammed to overflowing. 


The religious influence prevailing at the dif- 
ferent sessions of the Convention was of a very 
gratifying character. All felt the need ofa 
larger measure of the Spirit of Christ, to give 
wisdom and zeal to work efficiently. Toa 
greater degree than ever before, the Conven- 
tion was conducted by home talent. While 
brethren from the United States were present 
by invitation, and most warmly welcomed and 
longed for, yet it was felt that a Convention in 
Canada should be run by Canadians, and that 
however good service our brethren from abroad 
might render, and did render, yet the greatest 
advantage would be derived by us from bring- 
iug outour local strength, depending upon our 
own resources. Wecannot expect as a people 
to make much progress in a right vigorous 
and successful direction, so long as we rely 
Our circumstances are 
different and peculiar to ourselves. Methods 
that suitin onecoun’ry may not inanother. We 
must develope amongst us a system in keeping 
with our institutions and government, and 
with the character of the Canadian people. 
Mere imitation is not strengthor growth, A 
new plan was tried, in dividing the Con- 
vention into sections, to allow special attention 


to be given to the several departments of the . 


work, and to draw out the interest of a greater 
number of persons. It worked well. Wealso 
had the same feature that made one of the at- 
tractions of your own National Convention at 
Newark, namely, a ‘‘Sunday-School Museum 
and Exchange,” which proved a success, 
Among the brethren beloved, from abroad, 
we name with gratitude for their presence and 
strengthening wordsand services, Prof. Philip 
Phillips, who led the singing and gave us wise 
counsels concerning the same; our whilom 
brother, whom we yet claim, although Chicago 
holds him captive—Rev. Robt. Ferrier Burns, 
D. D.; with William Reynolds, of Peoria, Ill. 


The Convention was organized by the elec- 


tion of the Hon. Billa Flint as President, with 
a good corps of assistants, some of the best 
known and _ widest-awake Sunday-school 
workers amongst us. By well deserved compli- 
ment, the delegates from the United States 
were added to the list of the Business Com- 
mittee. 

The Rev. W. Millard, General Secretary, pre- 
sented the Annual Report, which differed from 
preceding ones in its absence of statistical re- 
turns, the county associations sending such 
meagre and imperfect figures, General state- 
ments of the progress of the work in the various 
parts of the country were, however, given from 
the counties, and these were generally ofa very 
encouraging nature, showing that the good 
cause was advancing all over the land. Feel- 
ing allusion was made to the death of R. G. 





Pardee, Esq., of New York, an honored and 
beloved visitor to former Canadian Conven- 
tions. 

The Treasurer’s account shows a balance in 
hand of $145. A good report was made by the 
Rev. F. H. Marling, of Toronto, one of the de- 
legates appointed to attend the late National 
Sunday-School Convention for the United 
States held at Newark, New Jersey. Hehoped 
that one day they in Canada might have a Na- 
tional Convention, embracing all the Provinces 
of the Dominion, from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, from the Lakes northward as far as the 
cold would let men live. 

‘“‘The Legitimate Province of the Sabbath- 
School” was the first regular topic introduced. 
The Rev. E. Ebbs read a paper on it, develop- 
ing these chief points : The legitimate province 
in matter of instruction—no longer, as at first, 
primarily secular—but exclusively moral and 
religious truth. The legitimate province as 
regards the material to be wrought upon :—Ist. 
The youth of Christian households, not reliev- 
ing the parents of any part of their responsibi- 
lity, butseconding their home efforts. 2d. The 
youth of the many ‘“‘ families that call not upon 
God,’’ whose rescue from godlessness and 
ruin is chiefly dependent on the efficient pro- 
secution of the Sabbath-school work, 3d. The 
whole congregation, adult, as well as juvenile, 
in systematic Bible studies, adapted to every 
age and capacity and every degree of culture. 
The subject was afterwards discussed witla 
much vigor and effect by a dozen or more 
members of the Convention. The Rev. Dr. 
Burns next spoke to the point of ‘* Karnestness 
and Skill,” the subject which had been ap- 
pointed to the Rev. E. Eggleston, of Chicago, 
whose absence through sickness in his family 
was specially deplored. Dr. Burns alluded to 
such qualifications as simplicity and sugges- 
tiveness, liveliness and love—love to the Sa- 
viour, to souls, and to the young—natience and 
perseverance. 

Meetings by sections, of superintendents, 
Bible-class teachers, Intermediate-class teach- 
ers, and Infant-class teachers were held, and 
were well attended. On the evening of the 
second day a very large public meeting was 
held, at which Mr. Reynolds, of Illinois, was a 
speaker, and gave a glowing description of the 
work of county and town organizations in his 
State, and urged greater consecration upon all 
Sunday-school laborers. A resolution was 
adopted, authorizing the newly appointed Ex- 
ecutive Commiitee to take immediate steps for 
organizing county and town associations in the 
Provinces. 

The reports from the different sections were 
presented on the morning of the third day, and 
a question-drawer was opened, Mr. Reynolds 
answering briefly and well in point a large 
number of pencilled inquiries made by dele- 
gates. In the afternoon a large mass-meeting 
of the Sabbath-schools of Belleville was held, 
and in the evening the closing exercises were 
had in the audience ofa great assembly. Be- 
fore the parting words were uttered, two or 
three practical pqints of Sunday-school con- 
duct were discussed, and the resolutions were 
passed on the following points, namely: that 
the legitimate province of the Sabbath-school 
is to win souls, to train souls; that great care 
should be exercised in the matter of hymns 
and music; that prayer, Bible-study, and the 
use of apparatus and helps, are adapted to in- 
crease the efficiency of Sunday-schools; on the 
value and necessity of weekly teachers’ meet- 
ings; the need of inereased interest in the 
churches; the intimate and vital relation of 





youthful religious training to national and 
political prosperity ; a resolution pledging to 
renewed efforts to bring the children early to 
Jesus; recommending earnest missionary 
work in destitute neighborhoods; and finally, 
urging jealous watchfulness over the Sunday- 
school library. 

The Convention closed after brief and elo- 
quent experiences from many different speak- 
ers, andadjourned with the feeling and opinion 
that the Convention was the best, the most Ca- 
nadian, that has ever been held with us. The 
town of Galt was chosen as the next place of 
meeting. 

A resolution was read at the last night’s 
meeting that had been adopted by some fifty 
of the delegates, under Mr. Reynolds’s presi- 
dency, while waiting for the train that eve- 
ning. They had organized a religious service 
at the railway station, and sent back to town 
their thanks for the hospitality of its people, 
and their resolve to devote themselves anew to 
their work. <A similar scene was enacted on 
the following morning, at six o’clock. The 
train being delayed, the delegates returning 
westward held a prayer-meeting in aspare car; 
and a special train being made up for their ac- 
commodation, singing and prayer were re- 
newed at intervals until they reached Toronto. 
Arrangements were also mad4 on the journey, 
by the delegates from at least two townships, 
Markham and Oro, for holding local conven- 
tions within their own bounds. Doubtless 
many others will do the same immediately on 
their return home. REPORTER. 


><> 


HoT AND ConD.—-A neatly printed cir- 
cular has just been submitted to us from a 
superintendent in the West, which, on 
first sight, glows with loving, earnest zeal. 
It isaloud appeal to the parents of the 
community to come up to the help of the 
superintendent and teachers of a little union 
Sabbath-school, established among them. 
It forcibly lays down the duties and respon- 
sibilities of parents for the religious train- 
ing of their children, asks their co-opera- 
tion, and offers to help their children hea- 
venward. It thanks parents and friends of 
the school for the favors they have bestowed 
in the past, and is, indeed, a good, living 
idea, worth adopting in many communities, 
But alas! the ending of the circular is as 
cold as an icicle. It closes thus: 

‘‘T return my thanks to you all, in be- 
half of the Union Sunday-School, for the 
kind favors the school has received in time 
past, and hope you will favor usagain when 
we come together to re-organize, on the 
first Sunday in April, 1869, at 9} o’cloek, to 
sing— 


“The Sabbath-school’s a place of prayer, 
We love to meet our teachers there; ; 
In Sabbath-school we sing and pray, 
An learn to love the Sabbath day. 
And when our days on earth are o’er, 
We’ll meet in heaven to part no more, 
In heaven above, in heaven above, 
In heaven above, fo part no more,” 
The song has it exactly. The scholars 
do ‘‘ love to meet their teachers there,” not 
only on the first Sunday in April, but on 
the first and middle and last Sundays of all 
the winter months as well. We are in- 
clined to think that the assurance of the 
song— « 


‘“We’ll meet in heaven, to part no more,” 


was not meant to bring comfort in the 
causeless separations of scholars and teach- 
ers wickedly brought about by the closing 
of so many of our Sabtath-schools for the 
winter season, 
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Lesson No. 52, to be taught Sunday, 
December 26, may be found in Matthew 23: 
29-39. Subject: Despisieg God's Best Gifts; 
Stoning the Prophets. i 

PO —— 

WE have received $5 for Chloe Lankton, 
from the Royalston, Mass., Sabbath-school; 
$5 from E. L., $5 from 8. C. C., and $5 from 
M. J. L., all of Upper Darby, Penn’a. 
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ENLARGEMENT ! , 


IMPROVEMENT! 
N and after January 1, 1870, The Sun- 
day-School Times will be enlarged from 
twelve to sixteen pages. No increase will 
be made in the subscription price. This 
will be done in order that our readers may 
be supplied with all that we can possibly 
afford to give, of the most valuable mate- 
rial, carefully gleaned from the wide field 
which it is our province to occupy. We 
need not, in these columns, enter into a dis- 
cussion of the importance of the Sabbath- 
school work, for that is already known, 
and should be felt by every reader of this 
Journa!. It isour pleasure and privilege to 
help forward every earnest Sunday-school 
laborer, by putting him in possession of the 
information that will stimulate him to va- 
liant work .or the Master, and encourage 
his heart at every step of the way. Our 
record is alrealy widely known. Eleven 
years of unabited effort, with the con- 
tinual blessing of Almighty God, has placed 
The Sunday-School Times in the front rank 
of current Sabbath-school literature. 
pages, of the size now before the reeder, will 
be included in volume twelve for 1870, fur- 
nished to any one at one dollar and fifty 
cents a year, in advance, 
In addition to this increase in size, the 
paper will be cut and stitched, so as to open 
as freely as any other periodical. 


bs APMED AS 
The Outside of the Cup and of the Platter. 
(= [ANITY is distinguished as be- 

ing a religion of the heart. Our Lord 
struck the key-note tothe system in his 
first public discourse, the Sermon on the 
Mount. Nothing can exceed the searching 
tests which he there applies to whatever 
claims to be either moral or religious. To 
be, not to seem, is the inexorable demand 
from every disciple. This idea, so clearly 
enunciated, and so fully illustrated, in 
his first discourse, pervades and seasons all 


832: 





his teaching, down to that last of all his 
public discourses, in which he solemnly 
denounces the Scribes and Pharisees for 
cleansing the outside of the cup and of the 
platter, while within they are full of ex- 
tortion and excess. 

This, then, may be considered as the dis- 
tinguishing character of his religion. Itis 
something which has its seat in the heart, 
—which begins from within and works 
outwardly into the life. Just so far as any 
system -begins with the outward, with 
forms and ceremonies and shows, and from 
them works inwardly, just so far is it alien 
to Christianity. Our Lord does not discard 
outward morality. He does not denounce 
external decorum in the forms and obser- 
vances of religion. What he warns us 
against is the resting upon these as suffi- 
cient,or the beginning with these as thestart- 
ing-point. If we would have the conduct 
right, make the heart right. If we would 
have the fruit good, make the tree good. 
No amount of trimming and pruning and 
external culture will produce grapes from a 
thorn-bush. If we want grapes, we must 
If we want figs, we must 

If we want tomake a man 
moral, temperate, honest, we must seek first 
his conversion,—the renewing of his heart 
by the Holy Spirit; external conformity 
to whatsoever is pure and lovely and of 
good report will follow as a matter of 
course. 

Our Lord does not say, cleanse the inside 
of the cupand leave the outside dirty; on the 
contrary, the inside is made clean in order 
“that the outside may be clean also.’’ The 
inward work is the best way of securing the 
outward. 


plant a vine. 
plant a fig-tree. 


Religion which begins with 
gilt Bibles and costly Prayer-Books, with 
stained windows and velvet cushions, with 
solemn tones and down-cast looks and head 
bent reverently low, begins with cleansing 
the outsideofthe cup andof the platter. On 
the other hand, the man who claims to be 
asaint, because he neglects all the decencies 
of religion, only proves that he is unclean 
inside as well as outside. The external 
marks of reverence and devotion are right 
so far'as they are the genuine expression of 
a reverent and devout spirit. The mistake 
is in considering these external marks as 
The fear of God in the 
heart will find its natural expression in a 


the thing itself. 


reverent attitude and manner in the exter- 
nal worship of God. The love of God in 
the heart will, like Mary with her alabas- 
ter box of precious ointment, find some fit- 
ting way of expressing its grateful affection, 
Only let us never mistake the externals of 
religion for religion itself. 











The sins of the Pharisees have their ana- 
logues in every-day life among us now. 
The man who is intolerant towards those 
that differ from him in opinion or practice, 
who is harsh in his judgments of the erring, 
who believes no good of such as do not 
come up to his own particular standard, 
who is more exacting in regard to others 
than in regard to himself, who takes secret 
pleasure in the short-comings of others, 
whose religious observances lead him to 
unfavorable thoughts of the religion of 


others, who is at heart censorious, ma- 


lignant and bitter,—such a man needs 
to look well at the inside of his cup 
and of his platter. Holiness of heart has 
indeed its natural outgrowth in holiness of 
living. But that external sanctity is to be 
doubted which has not its root in a princi- 
ple of love within. 


a 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
Competition. 
BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 


YHE Sunday-schools of the various 
churches, located riear each other, come 
of necessity into competition. Good results 
are not lacking. The neighborhood is tho- 
roughly canvassed for scholars, and the 
children, who might otherwise be neglected, 
are kindly approached and invited to the 
school, and every exertion is made to get 
them all under religious instruction. Zeal 
and care are also manifested to provide the 
school liberally with everything that it 
needs, and to make it a pleasant place of 
resort to all that can be induced to attend it. 
But in this imperfect world, every good 
has its accompanying evil, or possibility of 
evil. The children see this anxiety to se- 
cure their presence. They get the impres- 
sion that the teacher feels obliged to them 
for attending the school. They imagine 
that they confer a favor by coming on the 
Sabbath to sit an hour, listening to what is 
said to them, provided it should prove suf- 
ficiently entertaining. Many of them have 
no idea that they ought to be at all grateful 
for the kindness shown them, or for the 
time and money expended for them. Thus 
they are held by a very slender tie, which 
the smallest force avails to sunder. 

The difficulty of retaining them in the 
school, aud the strong desire to retain them, 
are sometimes suffered to vitiateeverything. 
The discipline of the school must be of the 
mildest and meekest kind, or they are of- 


fended, and take their indignant departure. * 


For the same reason they must not be re- 
quired to study any lesson whatever. The 
library, too, must be well stocked with 
‘‘ pretty stories,” or hints will be thrown 
out that another school, near at hand, sup- 
plies books better suited to their taste. Thus 
the children gathered are many of them 
mere birds of passage, which a very small 
provocation will suffice to put upon the 
wing. 

Thus our very zeal in doing good brings 
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with it the possibility of evil. How shall 
we deal with these delicate questions? It 
is evident that ultraism in either direction 
is disastrous. Excessive rigidity will scat- 
ter the scholars. Excessive laxity will 
render the school powerless for good. 


Here wisdom and tact find a worthy field. 
The problem is how to maintain good order 
with the smallest display of authority ; how 
to induce the scholars to study without co- 
ercion or bribery; how to select a library 
which will have readers, and at the same 
time really benefit those that read. These 
problems are hard to solve, though not in- 
solvable, I trust. To master them, how- 
ever, requires much wisdom, much obser- 
vation and thought, much Christian pa- 
tience and self-mastery, and above ail, a 
genuine love of the Sunday-school work. 
Our aim-should be, first to have the right 
kind of a school, which will benefit every 
one that attends it; then to gather in as 
many as possible, that as many as possible 
may share the benefit. 


— >_> 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE FRIENDS’ 
National First-day School Convention. 


T the late Conference of Friends, in Phi- 
ladelphia, Thomas Chase, a Professor in 
Haverford College, and of wide repute as a 
classical scholar and author, gave an address 
which we have reproduced in substance below. 
It is of special significance, as showing the au- 
thor’s advanced position in the Society of 
which he is amember. It is fully up to the 
views of the thinkers and workers in the cause 
at large. 


*‘The+Need in the Society of Friends 


for First-day Schools.’’ 


The speaker started out with the general 
statement of the wisdom of that allotment in 
Providence which entrusts the care and train- 
ing of youth with the elders, whose accumula- 
ted stores of experience and wisdom are thus 
handed down from age to age. If in human 
learning this is seen to be so necessary and 


well, how much more in the knowledge of | 


divine truths bearing upon eternal interests. 
The need of such care and training in religious 
things is almost universally recognized. The 
only question seems to arise in relation to the 
means of accomplishing it. 

There is in the mind of some Friends, who 
have not seen their way clear to engage in the 
First- day school work, an apprehension which 
deserves great respect, but which, in the 
speaker’s view, was altogether unfounded, 
that instruction tends in some degree to en- 
danger or to lower the testimony of Friends 
as to the precious doctrine*of the immediate 
teaching of the Holy Spirit in the heart. The 
speaker believed that on the contrary one of 
the best results of such schools, properly con- 
ducted, was to bring out this truth more fully, 
and to make it more highly and widely prized. 
Friends’ belief, from the beginning, has been 
that the Holy Scriptures were given forth of 
that Holy Spirit of whom they testify, and 
without whose aid they cannot be understood, 
and they have ever admitted that they area 
test by which the doctrine of those claiming 
to have received a revelation may be tried. 
They have united in measures to distribute 








them; they have ever been grateful to the 
Heavenly Eather, that for spiritual instruction 
He has provided both outward and inward 
means, The very possession of these inspired 
writings imposes the plain duty of studying 
them for ourselves, and, as a next duty, im- 
parting them to others. Friends, in the past, 
under the direction of their Heavenly Guide, 
have been wonderfully steered through the 
dangers of superstitious bibliolatry on the one 
hand, and rationalistic rejection and underva- 
luing of the Scriptures on the other. If, then, 
this Book is by common acceptation and con- 
fession of Friends a priceless treasure, have 
we any right to withhold it from those whom 
it would enrich and comfort and guide? Espe- 
cially, have we, who have been gifted with op- 
portunities and capacities for searching into 
its hidden treasures, any right to withhold 
from the young and the ignorant and the less 
favored, the fruits of such search? ‘‘ We do 
not think so highly of the Bible as to suppose 
that the mere outward knowledge of its mean- 
ing can alone save any soul; nor so meanly of 
it as not to deem it worth while to diffuse the 
most accurate knowledge of its teachings.” 
After other presentations of the principles 
and practices of Friends, showing conclusively 
how, of right and of consistency they ought to 
be earnestly engaged in First-day school work, 
the writer considers the most plausible objec- 
tion that he has ever heard urged against 
First-day schools, namely, that the right place 
for religious instruction is in the family. This 
objection is certainly a great one, if it can be 
proved to be truly founded. Facts are appeal- 
ed to. Is it the case, he asks, where there 


are no First-day schools in the Society of 


Friends, that the children of its members re- 
ceive at home careful instruction in the Bible 
and in the principles of the Christian religion? 
Do they grow up well informed in the essen- 
tial doctrines of Christianity, and in the views 
of their own Society, with the grounds for 
them and their proofs from Holy Writ? The 
answer must be, No; and especially must this 
answer be given in country districts, ‘‘ where 
there is still more need for systematic instruc- 
tion than in the cities, and where the meetings 
for worship are often held in silence almost 
from one year’s end to another.” In short, 
the writer was inclined to think that the rela- 
tion of First-day schools to family instruction 
will be found to be the same in their Society 
as in the other denominations, and after 
quoting quite at length from the very empha- 
tic testimony on this subject given by the Rev. 
H. Clay Trumbull, at the late National Sun- 
day-School Convention, held at Newark, N. J., 
he concludes: 

‘¢ This testimony is the result of large obser- 
vation among our fellow Christians. There 
has been, I think, sufficient induction of facts 
to establish a law. I do not know of anything 
in the peculiar views of Friends which should 
make the law here established less applicable 
to them than to others—viz., that the institu- 
tion of First-day schools, so far from being 
hostile to family instruction, tends directly to 
make family instruction more general and more 
efficient.” 

But supposing religious instruction were 
more faithfully given at home, there would 
still be a field for First-day school work, to 
supplement family teaching. And here the 
subject enters into a fundamental part of 
Friends’ principles. When the Lord Jesus 
ascended upon high, He gave gifts unto men. 
Unto many, men and women, young men and 
women, of their number, He had given the 
special gift of teaching, fitting them for this 





First-day school work ; so that if they were to 
confine their exercise of this gift to their own 
family circles, they would deprive other chil- 
dren of an advantage which it is their right to 
receive, and rob their Lord and Master of that 
full usury of their talent which it is His right 
to claim. 


“Yes! the word of the Lord has come to 
many amongst us—many of whom we are pri- 
vileged to meet with to-day—saying to them, 
in tones of unmistakablé clearness, ‘Gather 
the children together, and teach them of my 
ways’—and He that calleth to the work, giveth 
from season to season ability to perform it 
aright. Many a father and mother, while not 
unwilling to do what they can themselves, 
would feel it a privilege to beable tosend 
their children to be taught by persons so pecu- 
liarly endowed for this work. Sometimes the 
best efforts of parents fail to excite the interest 
of their children in sacred things, while tho 
teacher at the First-day school is at once suc- 
cessful. And (we need not blink the fact—we 
all know it from our own observation)—there 
are not a few families in our own fold, as well 
as among other nominal Christians, whose 
heads have yo experimental knowledge of 
vital religion; who are, to be sure, respectable 
and upright, and entertain a general respect 
for sacred things, but are still unconverted 
men and women; yet these very persons, 
while they feel that it would be mockery for 
them to speak of Jesus to their little ones, are 
often sincerely glad to send them to a class in 
a First-day school, where a pious and rightly- 
concerned teacher may be enabled to point 
their steps to the path of life. And even those 
who are very faithful and very successful in 
the religious training of their children—I trust 
there are many such amongst us—often find a 
decided benefit in the deepening of good im- 
pressions, and the heightening of religious in- 
terest, resulting from their children’s attend- 
ance at such schools. With all classes of pa- 
rents, those who are earnest and skillful in 
teaching,—those whose willis not wanting, but 
whose power scems small,—and those who 
are indifferent and unfit for the sacred work, 
the First-day school holds an important if not 
an absolutely necessary place, to supplement 
what is already good, or to furnish what would 
otherwise be altogether wanting.”’ 


The argument that still seems to remain to 
some, even in view of the favorable case made 
out for First-day schools, is, ‘‘ The children 
already have a Teacher, and infallible Guide, 
in the Spirit of Christ within.” True, but the 
First-day school instruction of the young may 
be so conducted, and always should be so con- 
ducted, as to bring out this doctrinein a clearer 
and brighter light, and give it a practical ap- 
plication. Providence has taught the Society 
of Friends that an exclusive reliance upon this 
inward teaching is not enough, not only, but 
that it has endangered the cause of Christian 
truth, and been a fruitful source of heresy and 
schism. It is to the outward record that we 
appeal for the soundness of our inward im- 
pressions, and the unsoundness of those which 
differ from them. 


Other objections were considered. Thus: 


We hear of rash hands handling sacred, 
things, of unanointed lips speaking on holy 
themes. That were indeed a grievous evil— 
but if our dear Friends will come to this Con- 
ference, or attend the teachers’ meetings in 
every piace, and see and hear with what deep 
consecration, with what earnest prayer, with 
what travail of spirit, this labor is in most in- 
stances entered into, I believe their fears on 
this score would be greatly allayed. We hear 
of unsound doctrine that may be foisted upon 
us. My friend, if thou fearest that the chil- 
dren are not taught the words of Eternal life 
it is thy duty to go to the school thysel/, an 
proclaim them there. But inform thyself of 
the facts of the case: I doubt not thou wilt ge- 
nerally find the truths of the Gospel taught 
clearly, and taught alone. Thou art afraid, 
again, that this work is done in man’s wisdom. 
Come to this Conference—visit the schools pre- 
sided over by these earnest teachers—thou 
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wilt find that it is done in good measure in the 
Lord's fear and power. Or thou sayest that 
the business of instruction lies wholly with 
the ministry—forgetting that as our Lord gave 
of old, so he giveth to-day,—it I may translate 
literally, and with a little expansion, but not 
beyond the plain sense,—some to serveas mis- 
Slonaries, and some as preachers, or forth- 
speakers, with full unction of the inspeaking 

ord—and some as heralds of the glad tidings, 
and some as shepherds, for the tender lambs 
as well as for the sheep—and some as simply 
teachers : and that,we see and know that he 
commissions men and women, young men 


and maidens, for this ver irst- j 
work. ’ ry First-day school 


A quotation was then made to this point, 
from a memorial of a very dear and valued 
minister among the Friends, and the Church 
urged to recognize the work, adopt it, give it 
sanction, sympathy, and direction, and thus 
avoid the dangers deprecated, and avoid the 
mistakes feared. That First-day schools were 
sorely needed was urged; needed for the in- 
doctrination of the young in the peculiar testi- 
monies of the Friends on Spiritual worship, 
Spiritual gifts, the right qualification of the 
ministry, the unlawfulness of war and of oaths, 
@ high standard of Christian morals, &c.— 
needed for the nurture of the young in practi- 
cal holiness. I am no advocate, the writer 
continues, for intellectual, heady instruction. 
Enough, and too much, of windy commenta- 
ries, of subtle refining upon dogmas, of hair- 
splitting and quibbling. We want teachers 
whose spiritual insight and illumination is 
such that they feel the full meaning of our Sa- 
viour’s declaration, ‘The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” 

. The essay concludes with the following elo- 
quent utterance: 


“Oh, for an earnest, living church, where 
there is room for the old and the young,—where 
the zeal of the one and the wisdom of the other 
harmoniously ming!e and combine, where all 
gifts are recognized, all gifts employed—where 
the love of Christ constraining, his Spirit in- 
structs and guides,—where his pure and per- 
fect gospel is owned in all things, his glory 
alone is sought, his truth prevails, his joy and 

eace are multiplied! Shall not such be the 

hurch of the future?) Oh, shall we not make 
our Church such, in the present ? 

“My friends, sometimes, as I muse upon the 
future of our beloved Society in this land, two 
opposite visions rise up before me: both but 
visions. One isofan aged oak—tall and majes- 
tic—a monarch of the woods. Manfully has it 
braved the storms of more than two hundred 
winters—thousands of weary souls have been 
refreshed beneath it—the poor and afflicted, of 
every clime and of every race, have been al- 
ways made welcome beneath its shelter- 
ing arms: yet, as you look closely, you see 
decay too plainly written upon its mutilated 
branches, and in its sere and scanty foliage; 
amd the passer by, as he gazes at it, can only 
say, ‘Itwasagoodly tree.’ Isee its aged trunk 
stiil carefully guarded, and looked up to with 
reverence, by a few faithful watchmen: yet, it 
puts forth no new leaves or blossoms,—and, 
strange to say, ifit sends up any new shoots 
from its still vigorous root, they are carefully 
cut down, as intruders on the sacred soil—for 
the chief function of its gardeners is to prune 
and lop off. I look once more—and, instead of 
the dying tree, I see a vigorous sylvan patri- 
arch, green in old age, putting on the vigor 
and freshness of youth, while maintaining the 
strength and stability of mature years. The 
storm does not shake it, the drought does not 
blight it, for its roots are fixed deeply in the 
Rock of Ages, and are fed by the perennial wa- 
ters of life... . Asof old, the red man and the 
black man flee under it for refuge—the igno- 
rant, the afflicted, the. sin-stricken, are taught. 
and comforted, and children delight to gather 
beneath its shade—every rustle of its leaves 
speaks of pardon for the sinner and of peace 
for the believing—from its branches the breath 
of the Spirit, that bloweth where it listeth, 
evokes zolian music, and, among them, all the 
sweet-voiced birds of heaven pour forth their 
songs.”’ 
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A LETTER FROM GERMANY, 
To a Sabbath-School in America, 


HE following letter of thanks is in re- 
sponse to a small contribution of a 
Sunday-school in Brooklyn to help forward 
the good work inGermany. It will be read 
with all the more interest, because it comes 
from the daughter of the late Dr. Krum- 
macher, whose writings have been so ex- 
tensively read and admired in this country. 
When such charities and such letters be- 
come universal, the nations of the earth 
will be bound together in bonds which the 
edicts of governments shall not be able to 
break. 


POTSDAM, PRUSSIA, August 9, 1869. 


DEAR, DEAR CHILDREN :—I send you a 
warm, cordial greeting across the wide, distant 
sea, and thank you,in the name of my Sun- 
day -school, for the great joy you caused us, in 
sending means to procure a pretty library. 
When I told my little scholars: ‘‘ Children, 
your little brothers and sisters in America 
have cared for you in love and Christian cha- 
rity, and sent you money for books, hence- 
forth you can have nice new books to read,” 
their eyes shone in heartfelt joy, and some of 
them bowed their heads to hide the tears that 
gratitude caused to gush from their eyes. 
They all asked if they could not do something 
to please you, and their greeting and thankful 
love flew over the sea to you, far swifter and 
warmer than the great cable could have 
brought them to you. A map, my children, 
is a monotonous picture, is it not? Awk- 
ward masses floating in blue water represent 
countries, and we look at them with cold cu- 
riosity, without much feeling. But a 
map of one’s native land, that is different. 
Gladly do we place a finger on the spot of our 
dear city, and think: Here I was born, and here 
my mother’s heart, my precious, dearly be- 
loved mother’s heart beat for me; or, the 
Holy Land, how lovingly our looks search for 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Bethany and Jerusa- 
lem. Thus, dear children, we feel now to- 
wards the map of the great and noble Ame- 
rica. The little dot denoting New York, no 
longer seems dead and black. No, we think, 
there livesa friend, who prays for all Sabbath- 
schools, and also for us, and many others live 
there who like to think of us; and with what 
great interest, too, we think of Schermerhorn 
Street, where we feel quite at home, and 
breathe nothing but love. Oh, children, what 
a dreary, vast desert is the wide stretching 
earth without love; without that love which 
builds bridges over the oceans, and 
unites people and countries to be one 
clinging family, whose Father is the’ Lord? 
And from whence comes this love? You 
know, children,—from Golgotha, out of the 
bleeding heart of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Oh, believe me, any love that does not origi- 
nate in this source is worthless; but we, dear 
children, we will daily assemble at the foot of 
the Cross, and unite in the praises of angels 
and saints. Worthy, worthy is the Lamb. 
I suppose you sing the same beautiful hymns 
we do, and like them as much, and you must 
think of us every Wednesday afternoon, for 
then we come together to practice. We have 


alittle singing-school, and practice two and 
three-part hymns, and I wish we could invite 
you some time to go with us on one of our 
promenades, for Potsdam is very beautifully 





situated on the shores of the blue Havel River, 
and has wooded hills allaround. Oh, it is very 
lovely! We often go out in the evening, just 
before sunset, and, seating ourselves under 
shady trees, sing one pretty song after another, 
in the quiet, peaceful hour of twilight; parti- 
cularly good singers are Gustav and Wilhelm, 
Gustav would like to become a school-teacher, 
for study is his greatest joy, but he is the child 
of very poor parents, so we must tell his rich 
Father in heaven daily of his wish ; he will do 
what is best for his child. Wilhelm, children, 
just think, is as tall as I am, and I cannot 
teach him anything more, but he is very mo- 
dest, and will ‘sit down beside the smallest 
scholar in the school, and is happy that he may 
come as a child to the children’s Friend, Jesus, 
But why do I talk of Gustav and Wilhelm, 
and not of my little favorites, the busy little 
girls? That comes because the boysare apt to 
make themselves more conspicuous, and little 
girls are quiet, and ponder things in their 
hearts, like the Virgin Mary, who, when she 
felt the necessity of talking to a friend, went 
over the mountains to her dearest friend Eli- 
zabeth, but at all other times pondered every- 
thing in her heart. So there are my Emma, 
Hannchen, Anna, Helen, and many others 
who know as much as the boys, and learn 
with greater zeal, but they do not force others 
to notice them, and are like the little violets, 
which we almost have to look for in their 
hiding-places, but whose sweet perfume sur- 
passes that of all other flowers. Oh, my dear 
children are all very sad with me that Iam 
obliged soon to leave the house of my sainted 
Father, and that we cannot meet in our old 
room for some time, as the house has to re- 
main empty for three months, because there 
is some building to be done, and in our new 
house there is not room enough for the Sun- 
day-school. But, dear, precious children, you 
have helped us in our great need, for I did not 
spend all your money for books, and now, 
with what remains of your generous gift, am 
going to hirearoom for three months, and 
pay for fuel, till the new minister comes, 
who has promised me that he will give us 
back our old room in his house, and perhaps 
he will also protect our Sunday-school. Once 
more, I thank you, dear children, for your aid 
and for your love. * May our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, bless every one of you, and give 
you his grace and peace, that it may be said of 
you as of the dear child, Jesus, they increased 
in wisdom, age and grace with God and Man. 
A cordial, loving greeting from the ‘Court 
and Garrison Church’’ Sabbath-school, in Pots- 
dam. In the name of the children, your sin- 
cere and loving friend, ° 
MARIE KRUMMACHER. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-s@hool news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 


The Philadelphia Institute.—This meeting 
was held last week, according to the pro- 
gramme. Insome respects it was better than 
any of the Institutes that have preceded it. 
There were disappointments, however, that 
acted as drawbacks to its suecess. A conside- 
rable amount of profitable speaking, in the 
shape of addresses and discussions, occupied 
the time on each evening of the week; and 
very sensible, and we trust profitable, action 
was taken for the cause in our city, in the re- 








solution to hold a monthly Institute, on the- 
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' Garden Methodist Episcopal), presided. 
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third Monday evening of each month, at differ- 
ent churches of the city. The December meet- 
ing will be held in the Old Pine Street Presby- 
terian church, Rev. Dr. Allen, pastor. 

The attendance on the Institute was fair. On 
Monday, the pastor of the church, (the Spring 
The 
Rev. Warren Randolph, D. D., gave a fine ad- 
dress on Bible-Class Teaching and the Neces- 
sity of Adult Bible-Classes, which the Rev. 
Peter Stryker, D..D., followed with as fine an 
exemplification, having the audience as his 
class, and teaching from the story of the Ca- 
naanite woman in Matthew 15: 21-28, A dis- 
cussion by the audience, on ‘‘ How to raise and 
Maintain Adult Classes,’’ ended the session. 

On Tuesday evening Charles E. Lex, Esq., 
presided. An Infant-class lesson, of great in- 
terest and beauty, was taught by Miss E. L. 
Woolman, on the Kindergarten plan ; subject, 
The Lost Sheep. A. M. Spangler, Esq., fol- 
lowed with an earnest address on Infant-Class 
Teaching, and the audience discussed the same 
question till the close of the session. 

On Wednesday, Lewis D. Vail, Chairman of 
the Committee of Arrangements, presided, in 
the necessary absence of the Hon. Judge Peirce. 
Jacob A. Gardner gave a blackboard lesson, 
and the Rev. J. B. McCullough an address on 
Sunday-School Appliances, followed by a dis- 
cussion, and the Hon. Israel S. Diehl, the East- 
ern traveller and lecturer, an interesting talk 
about Bible Customs and Manners, 

On Thursday evening, George H. Stuart pre- 
sided, and the Rev. George A. Peltz made an 
earnest appeal for funds to carry on the work 
of the Pennsylvania State Association. In evi- 
dence of the need that existed for a vigorous 
earrying on of this work, he gave only too 
graphic a description of a poor Sabbath-school, 
the worst he had ever come across. We 
should like, at some time, to photograph this 
school in our columns. The Rey. H. Clay 
Trumbull, of Hartford, being providentially 
present, also spoke to the point of destitution, 
even rivalling the case in Pennsylvania, by 
instances cited from his New England field of 
labor. Lewis D. Vail then gave a good, sensi- 
ble talk about the right way of doing Sunday- 
school work, particularly addressing the teach- 
ers present. 

Friday evening’s session we did not attend, 
but understood that a pleasant and profitable 
time was spent. ‘‘ Early Conversions’ was 
discussed, and ‘‘The Spiritual Work of the 
Sunday-School” and “ Reciprocities in Teach- 
ing” were the subjects of addresses. On Sa- 
turday afternoon, a children’s mass-meeting 
closed the Institute. The singing through the 
whole oceasion was admirably conducted by 
Prof. Wm. G. Fischer, out of the “Songs of 
Gladness,”’ copies of which were freely distri- 
buted in the seats by the publishers, J. C. Gar- 
rigues & Co. 





A Model Sunday-School Institute.x—The 
Sunday-school Institute for South Central 
New York closed its three days’ session at 
Deposit, Delaware County, Thursday evening, 
November 25th. It was full of interested 
Sunday-school workers from most of the en- 
tire District of thirteen counties. The essays 
and discussions laid out in the programme 
were carefully and ably reviewed by the Con- 
ductors, Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, of Elmira, 
Rey. J. E. Latimer, D.D., Penn Yan, and Rev. 
Edward Taylor, D.D.,Binghamton. 

The practical heart-power of the Sunday- 
school work, was a theme much dwelt upon 
as a means of direct success. Sympathetic 
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heart-contact, moves and influences the child 


more surely than any other means. Every- 
thing like shams, or buncombe, or stupidity, 


are disgusting to the child; they should not 
be tolerated in a teacher, superintendent or 
pastor. The application of the principles of 
day-school teaching to Sunday-school teaching 
was strongly urged. Patient drilling and tho- 
rough reviews are essential elements of teach- 
ing. Thestory of Rev. Dr. Latimer’s recent visit 
to Jerusalem was graphically told, and gave new 
thoughts and facts about the Holy Land. New 
discoveries of ruins were throwing new light 
upon prophecy and Scripture. 


Rey. T. K. Beecher addressed 200 children 
present, for 30 minutes. He told them an alle- 
gorical story of the life of Christ, in simple 
language, and led them, in a short, child-like 
prayer about the lesson, The children repeat- 
ed the prayer after him, sentence by sentence. 
The lesson held the attention of the children 
to the last. 

A Blackboard and Object-Lesson, by Miss 
H. M. Stoddard, of Lisle, taught to 100 young 
children, sitting before her, showed her com- 
plete mastery of these methods of teaching. 
Her theme began with the story of Joseph, 
and brought out the striking points of sacred 
history to the death of Christ. Simplicity, 
cheerfulness and truthfulness were shown to 
be essential qualities of the Sabbath-school 
teacher. Thorough, patient teaching of the 
story of Jesus Christ prepares the way for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit into the heart of the 
child. This is the end and aim of Sunday- 
school teaching. 


A fervent desire for the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of all present, was often 
expressed during the meeting. Near the close 
of the last session a young man arose and said 
he had learned in this Institute he had need of 
Christ. The Spirit of God had met him there, 
and filled his heart with the resolve to go 
home and serve Christ. This happy incident 
seemed a token of God’s smile and presence in 
the meeting. The importance of a more gene- 
ral attendance and interest in such meetings 
as this was deeply felt by all present. The 
closing review, by Rev. T. K. Beecher, was 
grand and touching. His great depth of Chris- 
tian experience and heart-power moved all to 
tears. His wide views and searching analysis, 
and rapid and brilliant eloquence held the au- 
dience spell-bound for the last hour with the 
glory of his theme. 

The Institute adjourned to meet at Coopers- 
town, New York, the second Tuesday of No- 
vember, 1870. A full report of the meeting 
was published in the “‘ Deposit Courier.” 

Cc. H. 





Philadelphia Items.—The second anniver- 
sary of the Bethesda Presbyterian Sabbath- 
school, was held under interesting circum- 
stances ona lateSabbath afternoon. The whole 
enterprise, church and school, is of quite recent 
establishment, and they have been wonderfully 
prospered. They have just entered the plea- 
sant lecture-room of their new church build- 
ing, in which the anniversary was held. Hugh 
J. Laird, and Robert Beatty are superintend- 
ents, and Wm. T. Eva, pastor. The school 
numbers 825 scholars and 33 teachers. A Bible- 
class of 60 young ladies and gentlemen is held, 
and an infant-class of over 100 children. The 
church is a colony from the First Presbyte- 
rian church of Kensington, and went out two 
years ago with 184 members. It has received 
large accessions since from revival blessings, 








having added by profession of faith and certi- 
ficate nearly 200 persons in two years. The 
lecture-room, in which the congregation are 
now necessarily worshipping, is too strait to 
accommodate the people. 


TRE first anniversary of the Trinity Union 
Mission Sunday-school, was celebrated a few 
evenings since, at Athletic Hall, Thirteenth 
Street, above Jefferson. 2,000 persons were 
present. The exercises were commenced with 
an anthem, after which prayer was offered by 
Rev. George W. Smiley, D. D. A hymn was, 
then sung by the school. The report of the 
superintendent showed that during the year 
a large number of visits had been made to the 
homes of the destitute of the district, and that, 
through the efforts of the teachers, a number 
of persons had been induced to attend the 
preaching service on the Sabbath. After the 
report of the superintendent had been read, 
another hymn was sung, and recitations were 
given by several pupils. Addresses were 
made by Rev. Joseph E. Smith and John 
Wanamaker. The Mission has secured the 
pastoral services of Rev. Dr. Smiley, who 
preaches on Sundays at the Mission Station, 
before large audiences. 


THE Sunday-school of the Second Presbyte- 
rian church, of Germantown, Philadelphia, 
Rev. Mr. Ijams, pastor, Mr. Elmes, superin- 
tendent, held its anniversary on Sunday after- 
noon, 2lst November. The exercises were 
quite interesting.. 


THE 54th anniversary of the ‘‘ Bible School” 
ofthe 5th Baptist church was held December 
2d. The Rev. Warren Randolph, D. D., is 
pastor, and Thomas Tolman, general superin- 
tendent. The Rev. Drs. Beadle and Henson, 
and John Wanamaker made addresses. The 
school is one of the largest in the city, and has 
been blessed with a remarkabke growth and 
success in all its departments, 


THE anniversary of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association was celebrated at the Ameri- 
can Academy of Music last week, George H. 
Stuart, John Wanamaker, Rev. Alfred Cook- 
man, Rev. R. Heber Newton, and others made 
addresses. The Association is unusually pros- 
perous. Over 2,000 members are on its rolls, 
Its library, free lecture, social, lyceum, and 
public lecture departments are admirably con- 
ducted, and productive of blessing to the 
young men of the city. 





Maryland.—The Seventh annual Sunday- 
school Convention for Maryland and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia meets next week, at Frede- 
rick City, beginning on Tuesday, December 7. 





Obituary Resolution.—The late Baptist In- 
stitute in New York city, passed the following 
resolution commemorative of one who was 
well knownas a most attractive and successful 
toiler with the little ones: 


Resolved, That the Teachers’ Institute of the Bap- 
tist Sunday-School Union deem it their duty to ex- 
press their admiration for the character of the late 
Samuel W. Seaton, whose devotion to the cause of 
education, and especially Sunday-school education, 
for a period of more than half a century, during 
forty-five years of which he filled most faithfully 
the position of superintendent of a Baptist Sunday- 
school, where singleness of purpose and ardent 
piety rendered him a successfyl laborer; the recol- 
lection of whose services is embalmed in the re- 
membrance and affections of thousands who, as 
scholars or teachers, have listened to his instruc- 
tions, and whose simplicity of character and self- 
sacrificing benevolence have rendered him a model 
for the imitation of all Sabbath-school workers, 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 





Bound Volume for 1869.—We have reserved 
a few sets of The Sunday-School Times, for 
every week during the present year, which it 
is our intention to bind neatly in fine cloth, 
immediately on the completion of the 52nd 
number. This bound volume will contain an 
index, with title-page, &c., and be furnished 
to those who make early application, for $3. 

Bible Dictionary.—A very desirable edition 
of Dr. Smith’s famous Dictionary, admirably 
adapted to the wants of Superintendents and 
Teachers. It contains 776 large octavo pages, 
with three valuable maps, eight fine steel en- 
gravings, and sixteen full-page wood-cuts, be- 
sides numerous smaller illustrations. Price, 
in cloth, $3.50; bound substantially, in sheep, 
$4. 

Christmas and New Year.—Those who con- 
template making presents during the ap- 
proaching holidays, are cordially invited to 
call and examine the new and Beautiful Books, 
Scripture Illustrations, Picture Cards, Reward 
Medals, Certificates, &c., &c., Which we have 
in store, and are continually receiving from 
the various publishers, in this country and 
Europe. Catalogue of our own publications, 
and samples of four different illustrated papers 
furnished free on application. 


BOOKS. 


IMMANUEL; or, The Life of Christ. Illustrated. 
By Rev. Z. Eddy, D..D., with introduction by the 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, Jr.,D.D. Springfield, Mass.: 
W. J. Holland & Co. We have reteived through 
D. F. Wire, of Philadelphia, agent, a very finely 
bound copy of this splendid subscription work. 
We do not hesitate to characterize it as one of the 
best popular histories of our Lord’s life 4nd minis- 
try. The style is elegant and forcible, and more 
than usually befitting the grandest of themes 
which can engage a human pen. The author evi- 
dently writes from a true stand-point. dehas put 
himself in full and sweet sympathy with his sub- 
ject. His work has been helped forward by prayer, 
—it breathes throughout such a humble, loving, re- 
verent spirit. It abounds in rich original 
thoughts, striking iJlustrations, and important de- 
scriptions of the customs and manners of our 
Lord’s time, It isa matter of congratulation when 
@ pious heart, vigorous mind, and polished pen, 
combine their powers to illustrate and make clearer 
such a subject. Wecannot think of a more accept- 
able gift-book for the coming season than this 
work; and although sold only by subscription, a 
note to the publisher would easily discover the 
agent in any locality, from whom it could be ob- 
tained. 


CoMMUNION WINE AND BIBLE TEMPERANCE. 
By Rev. Wm. M. Thayer. New York: National 
Temperance Society and Publication House. The 
main question treated in this little manual is 
**What wine shall we use at the Lord’s Supper?” 
but it also covers the whole ground of Bible teach- 
ings on temperance, It is a review of the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Laurie’s article in the Bibliotheca Sacra, of 
January last,in which he took the ground thata 
proper observance of the Supper requires the use of 
fermented wine. Some of the Doctor’s strongest 
facts are severely tested and his arguments ably 
answered. It is a thorough handling of the whole 
subject, quite an armory, indeed, of sturdy wea- 
pons of attack and defence for the temperance war- 
rior. All Christians, particularly parents and 
teachers of the young, should be well versed in the 
statements and positions it so clearly sets forth 
and defends. 











A PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 
Finely illustrated. New York: Virtue & Yorston. 
The title page gives some idea of the value of this 
work. It is “a concordance of subjects, and com- 





plete index to the Holy Scriptures, in which the 
persons, places, and subjects mentioned are accu- 
rately referred to, and every word briefly explain- 
ed.” It contains also “a chronological arrange- 
ment of the whole Bible, by which it may be read 
in one connected narrative.” Tables of the Psalms 
and Prophecies, tables of places in the Old Testa- 
ment cited in the New; and passages collected 
from the Old as a testimony to the New; with 
the signification and pronunciation of proper 
Scripture names, are also given. The whole work, 
which is not very large or costly, is truly valuable 
as a Bible student's assistant. Sabbath-school 
teachers will find it peculiarly helpful to them in 
their high calling. 

1@yptT 3,300 YEARS AGo. Translated from the 
French of F. De Lanoye. Profusely illustrated. 
New York: Charles Scribner & Co. This is a work of 
deep interest to all who love to dig about the 
foundations of human art as laid in the earliest 
history of the race. To Bible students it is pecu- 
liarly interesting. Many volumes have been writ- 
ten on Egyptology, by many scholars, and most 
curious and important facts have been derived 
therefrom. To popularize the subject, and bring it 
before us freshly and with renewed and more vivid 
interest, has been the aim of the author, in which 
the graphic illustrations taken from the latest ex- 
plorations, have greatly aided. We are indebted 
to the Messrs. Scribner for this additional prize vo- 
lume in their “Illustrated Library, of Wonders.” 

BUTTERFLY’S FLIGHTS. 6 vols. By the author of 
the “Win and Wear” Series. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. “Butterfly” is a real child, who, 
with two maiden aunts visits the various places 
indicated in the titles of each volume,—namely, 
Mount Mansfield, Saratoga, Niagara, Montreal, The 
Sea-side, and Philadelphia, The wonderful things 
that a curious, impressible child, with eyes and 
ears wide open, saw and heard and felt in these 
tours, is related in a sprightly, delightful style. We 
have not had time toread the volumes through, but 
the examination we have given them pleases us 
greatly, and induces usthus early to commend them 
to the attention of parents and others who are 
thinking of gifts for their children in the approach- 
ing holidays. The books are put up in a nice box, 
and are well illustrated, They are not sold sepa- 
rately. 

ANNIE’S SATURDAY AFTERNOONS, and ANNIE 
AND TiLty. By Mary A. Denison. Philadel- 
phia: Alfred Martien. Two little juveniles 
of the ‘Saturday Afterncon Series,” in which 
children are taught how to spend their time 
profitably and happily in laboring to make 
others happy. They are filled with little sto- 
ries which are read “Saturday afternoons,’ while 
the children are gathered at each others’ houses, 
sewing for a fair,and making garments for the 
needy. Most of the stories thus read are beautiful, 
and teach good lessons. One seems to us to make 
too little of a wicked act of theft by a child, calling 
it “ borrowing,” and “smuggling,” and not leaving 
an adequate impression of the wickedness of the 
deed. In another a parent tries the questionable, 
though as it proves, effectual, expedient of using 
“slang” himself to correct the fault in his child. 

HOPES AND FEARS; GOOD FOR EVIL: TRUTH AND 
Trust. Boston: Henry A. Young&Co. These three 
volumes form ‘‘The Silver Lake Series,” and are 
beautifully bound and uniquely ornamented. The 
first named is based upon the text, ‘‘ He that cover- 
eth his sins shall not prosper ;’’ the second, ‘‘ Not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing. but 
contrariwise, blessing ;” the third, ** He that trust- 
eth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about.” 
All the stories are interesting, and to a degree ex- 
citing. They deal largely in the tender passion, 
and teach some good lessons in life though the 
main design seems to be rather to make a fascina- 
ting story than to teach a lesson. “Truth and 
Trust” may be an exception to this remark, as it 
points well the truth that an unfaltering trust in 
divine Providence is never dishonored. Philadel- 
phia: Porter & Coates. . 

NEw YEAR, and Other Stories. By Mrs. M. D. 
Strong. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Adozen stories 
of the very best kind, make up this little volume, 
which is cordially commended for family and Sab- 
bath-school reading. They each teach a good lesson 
in morals or manners, with admirable beauty, skill, 
and force. THE FIRESIDE ANGEL, by T. 8. Arthur, 
is another volume of the same series.—“* The Rainy 
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Day Stories,”—prettily illustrated, and filled with 
pieces in prose and verse, short and to the point, 

Boy FARMERS OF ELMISLAND. By Rey. Elijah Kel- 
logg. Boston: Lee & Shepard. A very interesting story 
of youthful energy and activity in the affairs of lifes 
It is spiced with adventure enough to make it cap- 
tivate the boy nature, while it teaches how to make 
the most of opportunities, and how in honorable 
traffic the young may lay the basis for success in 
business. It is the third in a series called “Elm 
Island Stories,” and to be fully appreciated ought 
to be read, we suppose, in connection with the pre- 
ceding volumes, which we have not seen. 

VANNY CROFT. New York: Pott & Amery. A 
touching story of manly love foran orphaned child, 
who hasa wonderful gift of music, Thislove proves 
to be the silken cord binding an otherwise rough 
nature to better things, and at last drawing it from 
scoffing infidelity to repentance and faith. 

CATS AND Docs. By Mrs. Hugh Miller. Boston: 
D, Lothrop & Co. There is something wonderfully 
fascinating for children in authentic stories about 
animals, The present volume is not a mere collec- 
tion of anecdotes, but is in the form of a connected 
series of conversations between a mother and her 
two children. The facts which it gives are so 
grouped, as tomake the treatment of them, toa 
certain extent, scientific. We recommend the 
book most heartily. It cannot fail to entertain al- 
most any child, and it will at the same time give 
him valuable instruction. It is full of pictures, 

RUTH AND HER IF'RIENDS. London and New York: 
Macmillan & Co. Astory for girls. It is ofa reli- 
gious character, somewhat strongly marked with 
the peculiarities of the church of England, and is 
written with ability and skill. 

TELL THE TRUTH, and other stories, admirably 
selected by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Philadelphia, and well fitted for the Sabbath- 
school. They are admirable, also, for Christian 
mothers and sisters to read to the little ones at 
home, 

THE -SCRIBNERS, of New York, have taken the 
lead thus far this season in the number and hand- 
someness of their gift-books. They have already 
published five, which for beauty and richness will 
be hardtoexcel. Three of these have been received 
and shall be noticed next week. Thecheap popular 
editions of Conybeare & Howson’sSt. Paul, Froude’s 
England, and the Library of Wonders; their inva- 
luable Lange’s Commentaries, and still later their 
standard Church histories, have made the Scribners 
worthily prominent and popular this fall, espe- 
cially with the religious public, 

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, by Dr.’*Guthrie, has 
proved a success as republished by J. B. Lippincott 
«& Co., of Philadelphia, We are gladof it. It isa 
good, strong, Christian magazine, and is finely 
illustrated. $3.50 a year. 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT, J. B. Ford & Co., publishers, 
New York, still brings its regular weekly offering 
of fresh and stimulating thoughts. Thelast sermons 
out are entitled “‘The Name Above Every Name,” 
and ‘“ National Unity.” 10centsa No. $3a year. 

THE YOUTH’S CABINET. Published monthly by 
S&S. L. Cuthbert, Pittsburgh, Pa., at 60 cents a year, 
and designed for young people generally. Four 
numbers have been issued. The last is an improve- 
mentonthe first. Itis an interesting and sprightly 
little paper. 

ZELL’S ENCYCLOPEDIA has reached 600 quarto 
pages, and brings us to the article ** Constellation.” 
It is published in weekly and semi-monthly 
parts, at the rate of 10 cents aweek. Seldom is 10 
cents invested in wiser, more useful reading mat- 
ter. Philadelphia: 7. Ellwood Zell. 

THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL. New York: & 
R. Wells. The December number closes the 49th 
volume, The 50th volume takes on a new form, $3. 








~ Graded Question Paper 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are to appear in The 
Sunday-School Times next year, will be furnished 
on the following terms: 


Subscriptions in Advance. 
100 copies for one year (5,200 papers) $10, and at the 
same rate in any quantity, larger or smaller. 
Sample sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 


























THE SU?.OAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns 
next year, would do well to provide their entire 
membership with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers-of this paper. 








Appropriate for the Anniversary Season. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 








1.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE FO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
Il.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
111.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
86 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
vV.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
VL—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 
24 Cents Per Dozen, 
VIL—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIIL—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
86 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THB LORD’S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XI—THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
60 Cents Per Dozen 
These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Cencerts, and 
are 80 arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the ten sent to any one on re- 
ceipt of 45 cents, 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





NEW—BEAUTIFUL—AND GOOD. 


ALESSON BOOK FORINFANT SCHOOLS. 
THE BEST YET PUBLISHED. 








FOURTEEN 


PICTURE LESSONS 


ON THE 


LORD’S PRAYER. 
BY C. R. BLACKALL. 
Large quarto. 32 pages. Price 50 cents, 





The fourteen parts of the Prayer are each illustra- 
ted by a large and beautiful 
PICTURE 
and a very interesting 
STORY. 

A few pointed questions at the close of the lesson 

bring out clearly and fully the scope and meaning 
‘of the sacred text, 

The author of this book is one of the ablest and 
most successful Teachers of Infant Schools in the 
Country; and his work needs only to be examined 
to be warmly appreciated. It is not denomina- 
tional. 

It will be sent by mail for 60 cents to any part of 
the Country. Address 


B. GRIFFITH, 
530 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 


Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, Editor. 


THE BEST MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE WORLD ! 


It contains 16 pages of original matter from our best writers, and is just the thing for intelligent 


Young People to read Sunday afternoons, 


TERMS.—50 cents a year; free copy for 5 subscribers; Clubs of 10 at 40 cents each; 25 copies and 
upwards 30 cents each. Sent for December, on trial, at 2 cents per copy. 


Send stamp for sample copy to 


Adams, Blackmer & Lyon, Chicago, Ill. 











American Sunday-School Union 


have on hand an extensive variety of 


New and Beautiful Books, 


Handsomely illustrated and in tasteful bindings 
suitable for 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Also for sale, 


Bibles and Devotional Books. 


Weare also constantly receiving from Lundon a 
great variety of 


SCRIPTURE PRINTS, DIAGRAMS FOR LECTURES, 
and every thing suitable for the illustration of 
Sunday-School lessons, 


Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and Spe- 
cimens of their Periodicals may be obtained gratui- 
tously at the Depository of the 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Kitto’s 
Invaluable work of world-wide fame, consisting of 
original readings on subjects from Sacred History, 
Biography, Geography, Antiquities and Theology, 
is now within reach of every reader of The Sunday- 
School Times, without the cash outlay of a single 


dollar. Ministers, Sabbath-school Superintendents 
and Teachers will prize these 


Bible 


Readings, as they contain a vast amount of know- 
ledge not usually accessible, except to persons pos- 
sessed of large and expensive libraries. The work, 
embracing 1734 pages, formerly in eight volumes, 
is now bound in four—especially to meet the wants 
of thousands of Bible Students, who seek for such 
standard works as these admirable 


Illustrations, 


in an inexpensive form. For full particulars in re- 
gard to terms, address the publishers of this paper. 





OXFORD BIBLES. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BIBLE. Printed in clear 
type and well bound in arabesque. 50 cents. 
THE PEW BIBLE. Printed in large type and 
bound in morocco, $2.00; Turkey morocco, $3.00. 
THE TEACHER'S BIBLE. Printed on fine paper 
in beautiful type, with References and Maps, and 
an Index to the persons, places, and subjects oc- 
curring in the Scriptures, French morocco, $3.00; 
or Turkey morocco, 00. 
THE CLERGYMAN’S BIBLE. Printed in large, 
Clear type, with References and Maps, and an 
Index to the persons, places, and subjects occur- 
ring in the Scriptures. Bound in Turkey mo- 
rocco, x 

The above mailed free on receipt of price, by 
THOS. NELSON & SONS, 52 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


. k@-——LIBRARIANS—“e@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 








M. W. DODD’S NEW BOOKS. 


LAMPS, PITCHERS AND TRUMPETS, 


Lectures on the Vocation of the Preacher. Illus- 
trated by Anecdotes, Biographical, Historical and 
Elucidatory, of every order of Pulpit Eloquence, 
from the Great Preachers of all Ages. By E. Pax- 
TON Hoop, Lecturer in Spurgeon’s Pastors’ Col- 
lege. One volume, large 12mo. Uniform with the 
First Series, $1.75. 

The Second Series, continuing and completin 
the work, discusses the Pulpit of our own Ave an 

Time, with Pulpit Monographs on Spurgeon, Ro- 


bertson, the Abbe Lacordiare, Pusey, Manning, New- 
man, &c. 


LATELY PUBLISHED; 


LAMPS, PITCHERS AND TRUMPETS. 


First Series. Lectures on the Vocation of the 
Preacher, from the Apostolic Age to the Present 
Century. With Pulpit Monographs on Paul, St. 
Bernard, Puritan Adams, Christmas Evans. One 
volume, large 12mo., $1.75. 

Written in an uncommonly racy and vigorou 
style, over-running with anecdote and out-of-th 
way fact, and abounding in striking passages fro 
Great Preachers of all ages, these are volumes of 
remarkable interest for all classes of readers. More 


than 400 celebrated persons are mentioned in their 
pages. 


THE SPANISH BARBER. 
A TALE OF THE BIBLE IN SPAIN. 
By the author of “ Mary Powell.’”’ 12mo, beautifully 
illustrated and bound, $1.25. 


This beautiful story will attract unusual attention 
from its subject as well as the reputation of its au- 
thor. Founded on the recent revolution in Spain, it 
is full of fresh and romantic interest, 


A Descriptive Catalogue of all our publications sent 
to any address. 


M. W. DODD, 506 Broadway, N. Y. 








lew ear. 


THE TEACHER’S CROWN. 


By JOHN 8S. HART. 


A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36cents a dozen. Send two 3-cent 
stamps for sample by mail. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, 


oprinte for the 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 





Charming Monthlies for the Little Folks: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD'S WORLD. 
Samples of one or more senton receipt of a stamp 
for postage, and subscriptions received by the pub- 
lishers of The Sunday-School Times. 






































1152 


Rey. A. B. Morse. 
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‘BIBLES FOR PRESENTS. 





Various 
Styles, 
Sizes, 
Prices. 


ee 


1.—ILLUSTRATED FAMILY BIBLES, 


Beautiful 
Pictures, 
Printing, 
Binding. 


{],—TEACHERS’ COMPREHENSIVE BIBLES. 


Containing 
Refergnces, 
Index, 
Maps. 


{1I.—SCHOLARS’ SMALLER BIBLES, 


Bound in 
Morocco, ‘ 
Imitation, 
Plain. 





Our stock of Bibles is varied, and any of our pa- 
trons residing at a distance can secure as desirable 
a selection as if they were present tomake it in 
person, by indicating from which of the three 
classes they desire a choice to be made, and how 
much they propose to expend for each book, Sab- 
bath-schools can thus obtain a fine Family Bible 
for presentation to Superintendent or Pastor; scho- 
lars can get a valuable Comprehensive Bible for 
their teacher; or a school can supply itself with 
Smaller Bibles for the scholars. We shall be pleased 
to see those who can make it convenient to call. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia- 


VERY ATTRACTIVE 
icture = heward janis 





The following cards are exquisitely printed in 
bright and beautiful colors, and their introduction 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Scripture lessons thus plainly taught. 


BIBLE HISTORY. 
First series. 12 varieties. - - - 7 


50c. 

BIBLE HISTORY. 

Second series. 12 varieties, - = - &8e. 
SCRIPTURE NATIONALITIES. 

12 varieties. - . - - - ° : 50c. 
GLAD TIDINGS. 

12varieties. - - - - 4,2 - 650c 
STORY OF JOSEPH. 

12 varieties. - - - - - - - 50c. 
STORY OF QUEEN ESTHER, 

12 varieties. - - - - - - - 50c. 
LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES. 

10 varieties. - - - . - - - 50e. 
PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, 

12 varieties. - =e - - - - Be. 
VIEWS IN JERUSALEM. 

W2varieties. - - . - - - - 50c, 
SYRIA AND MOUNT LEBANON. 

12 varieties. - -  - - - - - 50c. 
CITIES OF PALESTINE, 

12 varieties, - aS ee - - . 50c 
ENVIRONS OF JERUSALEM, 

12 varieties, - Pee wets ite! eee Te BOE, 


Any or all of these cards will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices mentioned. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





THE LITTLE FOLKS. 


Rev. EDWARD EGGLESTON, Editor. 


A PAPER FOR EVERY SUNDAY! 


JUST THE THING FOR INFANT CLASSES! 


The Little Ones are delighted with it! 


It isan Illustrated Paper, for every Sunday, for Infant,Scholars, Each weekly number contains a 


cut, and two original stories by the Editor. 


TERMS.—30 cents a year; clubs of 25 copies and upwards, 20 cents each. Sent for December, on 


trial, for one cent per copy. 


Send stamp for sample copy to 


Adams, 


Blackmer & Lyon, Chicago, Ill. 











IMPORTANT TO EVERY SCHOOL! 
SELECT LIBRARY BOOKS. 





As conductors of The Sunday-School Times, we have 
for a number of years enjoyed unusualiy favorable 
facilities for becoming thoroughly acquainted with 
all the various publications intended for Sabbath- 
school Libraries, as they have from year to year 
been issued from the presses of THIRTY-SIX 
different societies and private publishers. During 
all this time we have carefully selected, after a 
thorough examination, from all available sources, 
the very choicest and best of these books, which we 
are prepared to supply to those who favor us with 
their patronage. The warmest words of recom- 
mendation have reached us from pastors and super- 
intendents, whose schools have been furnished by 
us with our SELECT BOOKS. 

The advantages to be secured by sending orders 


to us, and submitting the selections to our judg- 
ment, are: 


1st.—All books of an aimless or light and trifling 
character are avoided. 

2nd.—No volume is admitted that does not con- 
tain religious and moral truth. 

3rd.— Dull books that would be useless lumber in 
any library are excluded. 

4th.—_Nothing inappropriate for reading on the 
Lord's Day is admitted. 

5th.— Books containing a discussion of doctrinal 
questions not included, unless requested. 

6th.— The excellence of every volume is guaran- 
teed to all our purchasers. 


49> We also supply, besides our SELECT LIBRARY 
Books, any other publications in the market that 
may be ordered by our patrons, 

Correspondence is cordially solicited from schools 
of all denominations, and all orders meet with 
prompt attention. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





FEivery Clergyman Should Read 
MAN IN GENESIS AND IN GEOLOGY; or, the 


Biblical Account of Man’s Creation, tested by sci- 
entific theories of his orgin and antiquity. By J. P. 
Thompson, D.D. Price $l. Sold by booksellers, and 


sent first post by 8S. R. WELLS, No, 389 Broadway, 
New York, and by J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., 
Philadelphia, 





TEACHER’S CLASS-BOOK : 
IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS. 
This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 





school teachers certainly combines the advantages 
possessed by all others, On the open page are blanks 
for recording thre name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book, Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 


form an interesting record, 
4g Samples by mail 19 cents. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


. 





es 


THE NEW GRADED, UNIFORM LESSON, 
Sunday-School 


Text-Books. 
MIMPRISS' 


Lessons on the Life of Christ. Harmonized from 
the four Evangelists. IN THREE GRADES, with 
TEACHERS’ MANUALS for each Grade. Providing 
a Uniform Lesson for the whole School, but adapt- 
ed to the various capacities of the different grades 
of scholars. 


The most CoMPLETE, THOROUGH and ATTRACTIVE 
Series of Lessons, containing many important NEW 
FEATURES and calculated to meet the urgent de- 
mand for IMPROVED METHODs of Sunday-school 
instruction. 

N. B.—A Circular, with Specimen Pages and full 
description, sent to any address on application. Or— 
A Sett of the Lessons and Manuals for examination 
sent free of expense on receipt of $1.25. 


M. W. DODD, Publisher, 
506 Broadway, New York. 


bar EVERY SUBSCRIBER asa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders It willlast from year toyear. Pr'ce $1; 
by mail $1.20. 

















Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, it ts believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly publéshed, 

Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, e 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance, 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

@ Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

am sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

il letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers. 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











